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About Me
Intro and Medical School

Hello! I’m Michael Smith, a 1st year 
medical student from UBC’s Island Medical 
Program.

I’m from White Rock, BC, went to Earl Marriott 
Secondary (Class of 2016) and UBC Vancouver 
(Class of 2020, BSc Major in Pharmacology).

Medical School:

I started medical school in August 2022 and will 
graduate in 2026. I am happy to answer to any 
questions you may have at the end of this lecture 
where I will talk a bit about my journey and what I 
wish I knew when I was your age!
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Territorial Acknowledgement
I would like to begin by acknowledging that I am joining you from 
the unceded territory of the Kumeyaay nation. The Kumeyaay 
people continue to maintain their political sovereignty and 
cultural traditions as vital members of the San Diego Community. 
I am grateful for the opportunity to work, live, and play on their 
lands. 
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I am a first year medical student. While some 
clinical information will be presented in this 
presentation, these talks do not constitute or 
substitute for medical advice. Please consult with 
a healthcare provider if you or others you know 
have any personal health-related concerns. 

Disclosure
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Let’s get started!

Case Presentations and Medical School







Chief Complaint: 
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• : concise statement in English or other 
natural language of the symptoms that 
caused a patient to seek medical care 
(Wagner & Hogan, 2006)

• Allows us to begin to form a 
Differential Diagnosis (DDx) 



1. What do you think is the cause of this patient’s 
issues? (Differential Diagnosis). Write your 
suggestions on Sli.do -
CC: burning pain in chest 
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Some hints: 
- Start with localization. Where could the issue be originating 

from? What lies in that area? 
- Do a systems approach. What are the bodies systems 

(respiratory, cardiac, gastrointestinal, etc.) relevant to the 
location and symptoms?



History
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• “Listen to your patient; they 
are telling you the diagnosis.” 
– Sir William Osler 





2. What do you think is the most likely cause 



2. What do you think is the most likely cause 
now? Rank the following options on Sli.do:  
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Myocardial Infarction (Heart Attack)

Reflux Disease (GERD)

Pulmonary Embolism

Peptic Ulcer Disease 

B L O O D  T Y P I N G  A N D  C L I N I C A L  U S E

Sli.do Code: 
3268816
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Treatment 
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3. What do you think is the cause of this patient’s 
issues? (Differential Diagnosis). Write your 

suggestions on Sli.do -
CC: baby feeding poorly 

21

Some hints: 
- Important to remember that not all causes of problems are 

endogenous (within the body)
- How certain can we be about a possible diagnosis? Very 

likely we need more information, but good to start thinking 
of possible options. 
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4. What do you think is the most likely cause 
now? Think about the following options:  
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Improper Latching / Feeding

Illness / Infections

Respiratory Issues

Cardiovascular Issues
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Treatment 
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Initial Treatment
• NSAID (Indomethacin, preterm birth 

only)
• Diuretics (furosemide) = manage 

volume overload 
• Nutritional Optimization 

6 Month Surgical Fix: 
• Surgery – Cardiac Catheterization
• Success rate =  99%
•



Summary of Cases 
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Patient Evaluation: 
• Chief Complaint
• History of Presenting Illness
• Complete Patient History
• Physical Exam
• Laboratory Tests/Imaging/Other

Gastroesophageal Reflux Disease (GERD)
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Medical School! 
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Earl Marriott Secondary (Class of 2016)
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Thank you!

Any Questions?

Sli.do Code: 3268816
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